Spelling – year 5
Revise work done in previous years
New work for years 5
Statutory
requirements

Rules and guidance (nonstatutory)

Example words (nonstatutory)

Words ending in –
able and –ible
Words ending in –
ably and –ibly

The –able/–ably endings are
far more common than the –
ible/–ibly endings.
As with –ant and –ance/–
ancy, the –able ending is used
if there is a related word
ending in –ation.
If the –able ending is added to
a word ending in –ce or –ge,
the e after the c or g must be
kept as those letters would
otherwise have their ‘hard’
sounds (as in cap and gap)
before the a of the –able
ending.
The –able ending is usually but
not always used if a complete
root word can be heard before
it, even if there is no related
word ending in –ation. The first
five examples opposite are
obvious; in reliable, the
complete word rely is heard,
but the y changes to i in
accordance with the rule.
The –ible ending is common if
a complete root word can’t be
heard before it but it also
sometimes occurs when a
complete word can be heard
(e.g. sensible).

adorable/adorably (adoration),
applicable/applicably
(application),
considerable/considerably
(consideration),
tolerable/tolerably (toleration)
changeable, noticeable,
forcible, legible
dependable, comfortable,
understandable, reasonable,
enjoyable, reliable
possible/possibly,
horrible/horribly,
terrible/terribly, visible/visibly,
incredible/incredibly,
sensible/sensibly

Adding suffixes
beginning with vowel
letters to words
ending in –fer

The r is doubled if the –fer is
still stressed when the ending
is added.
The r is not doubled if the –fer
is no longer stressed.
Hyphens can be used to join a
prefix to a root word, especially
if the prefix ends in a vowel
letter and the root word also
begins with one.

referring, referred, referral,
preferring, preferred,
transferring, transferred
reference, referee, preference,
transference
co-ordinate, re-enter, cooperate, co-own

Use of the hyphen

Words with the /i:/
The ‘i before e except after c’
deceive, conceive, receive,
sound spelt ei after c rule applies to words where the perceive, ceiling
sound spelt by ei is /i:/.
Exceptions: protein, caffeine,
seize (and either and neither if
pronounced with an initial /i:/
sound).
Words containing
ough is one of the trickiest
the letter-string ough spellings in English – it can be
used to spell a number of
different sounds.

ought, bought, thought, nought,
brought, fought
rough, tough, enough
cough
though, although, dough
through
thorough, borough
plough, bough

Words with ‘silent’
letters (i.e. letters
whose presence
cannot be predicted
from the
pronunciation of the
word)

doubt, island, lamb, solemn,
thistle, knight

	
  

Some letters which are no
longer sounded used to be
sounded hundreds of years
ago: e.g. in knight, there was a
/k/ sound before the /n/, and
the gh used to represent the
sound that ‘ch’ now represents
in the Scottish word loch.

